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Sponsor one of our horses,
onies or donkeys and hear
rom your new friend

throughout the year. You can

even visit them in Lincoln!


http://BransbyHorses.co.uk/sponsor

The last six months have continued to present us with
challenges, not least of all being the weather. This winter
has been extremely wet and led to hundreds of acres of
our grazing land becoming waterlogged and temporarily
unusable for our rescued equines to live on.

We know we were not alone in these challenges and
recognise how hard it has been for so many. With this at
the forefront of our minds, we have been working harder
than ever to support not only our animals, but horse
owners in the community when they need us.

In addition to the weather, we continue to be
concerned about the impact of the cost-of-living crisis on
the horse owning community. Thankfully, our reputation
for providing non-judgemental support has enabled us
to work closely with hundreds of horse owners, providing
them with knowledge and guidance to continue caring
for their horses that mean so much to them. Should you
or anyone in your community need help or advice with
the care of an equine, please do reach out to us.

We understand high living costs impact us all and as
such, we're hugely grateful for your ongoing support, all
of which helps us to care for even more horses in need.
Please do take the time to read the story on page 12
about mother and son, Snow Bunting and Puffin; the
work we do to help equines like these is mainly funded by
gifts left in Wills from our generous supporters.

The stories in this issue show where your help has
made such a difference to the lives of many horses in
need. On behalf of the hundreds of equines we care for
every single day, thank you.
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Unprecedented storms and rain
brought added pressures to the day to
day running of Bransby Horses during
the last few months of 2023 and start of
2024,

At the height of the floods, over 40 per
cent of our vital grazing land was under
water — the equivalent of more than 250
football pitches.

It began on the morning of October
20th when we received a two-hour
warning from the Environment Agency
to say they would need to deliberately
flood some of our grazing land to

prevent further flooding in Lincoln.

We immediately removed more than
70 horses from the fields that would be
affected and another 30 were moved to
safety over the weekend after the
floodgates were opened.

We understand the Environment
Agency’s need to reduce flooding in
Lincoln by using our grazing land as
flood plains, but sadly we receive no
funding or compensation for this.

The impact of the flooding has
brought additional costs at an already
difficult economic time. We have

Exclusive drone footage by @canoninthecountry shows how
badly our fields were affected in the village of Bransby



The impact
of the flooding has
brought additional
costs at an already
difficult economic
time

however, been overwhelmed by the
kindness and compassion of our
wonderful supporters like you, who have
offered to help or donated to the charity.

Both of our Lincolnshire sites received
further flood warnings throughout the
winter months, whilst the equines we’d
displaced in October were still living in
temporary accommodation. Having
exhausted our winter grazing, we had to
use fields originally being saved for the
summer months.

With the loss of some of our summer
fields in December and repeat floods

earlier this year, there has been a
significant impact on our summer
grazing with all remaining fields now
being used for our newly affected
equines.

Waterlogged and saturated fields,
combined with continued rainfall, has
meant a very wet start to the year. The
extent of additional costs incurred is
likely to be thousands of pounds. Until
the fields can be assessed following a
prolonged period of dry weather, we
won’t know the full effect of this stormy
start to 2024.

Find out more about the flooding on

our website: BransbyHorses.co.uk/efc23



http://BransbyHorses.co.uk/efc23

Simply the best

NEW START FOR
ABANDONED PONY

A pony found tied to the front gates
of an industrial site unit in Doncaster is
doing well, now he is safe in our care.

Last summer, workers arrived at S.I.M
Warehouse and Logistics Company on
Shaw Lane Industrial Estate off the M18
to find the pony looking bewildered.
Surrounded by a busy gym, retail and

“We knew we
would have to
remove him from
where he was as it
was not a safe
environment
for him.”

fast-food traffic, it was certainly no place
for a pony.

They created a holding pen and gave
him a bucket of water before calling the
Bransby Horses Welfare Phone Line for
advice.

Welfare Manager, Rachel Jenkinson,
said: “When we arrived we knew we



would have to remove him from where
he was as it was not a safe environment
for him, mainly due to the high volume
of lorries and trucks entering and leaving
the facility.

“As we are not allowed by law to
take any animal without the owner’s
consent, we supported the landowner
with temporary boarding whilst an
Abandonment Notice ran due to the
danger posed. This meant we were then
able to take the pony to safety for the
duration of the notice, in the hope an
owner would come forward and claim
him.”

An Abandonment Notice is part of
the Control of Horses Act and involves
a notice being clearly displayed where a
horse has been taken from, informing the
owner to contact the police and provide
proof of ownership.

In this case, the poor, confused pony
was not microchipped and his owner
could not be traced. As he was now
in the best place, he was immediately
signed over to Bransby Horses so that he
could receive the love, care and attention
he deserved.

Since his arrival, the pony, who has
been named Simmy after the company
that found him, has received veterinary
and farriery treatment and is enjoying
life in the safe surroundings of Bransby
Horses — a far cry from the dangerous
industrial estate he was found on.

Simmy stands around 12 hands high, is
dark grey and has a very friendly nature.
Itis hoped he may be rehomed through
our Perfect Partner rehoming scheme
once he is ready to make space for us to
rescue more abandoned equines, just
like him.

Simmy
enioying life

in safe
surroundings

Sadly, equines are abandoned every day in the UK

but we can be there for them with your support.



Beating the Odds to
Become Champions

© Amy Griffiths Photography

If you or a friend are interested in rehoming any of our rescued ponies,
we have many awaiting a forever home where they can live out their lives
g intheloving care of a fosterer. See our website for more details.


https://bransbyhorses.co.uk/rehoming-1/

Alittle girl who had a difficult start has
achieved the most amazing success with
her Bransby Horses’ rescue pony (and best
friend), Skip.

Seven-year-old Peyton Keir was given
aless than 50 per cent chance of survival
when she was born prematurely. At
around the same time, her pony Skip
was also born against the odds, to a mare
rescued by Bransby Horses.

The pair met a few years later when
mum, Rebecca Cutts, decided
to apply to our Perfect Partner

“We are and
rehoming scheme. were so grateful to
She said: “We took Skip on Bransby Horses for
just to have some fun with.” giving us such
Mum took Skip and el
Peyton to their first shows Cl AT “| couldn’t believe it; | had tears

early on, strengthening their
relationship with new experiences.
Skip and his young jockey rose to the
challenge.

Rebecca said: “Skip won his first show
and of course | was in tears. | was so proud
of them both. It wasn’t something we ever
expected when we decided to get a pony.
In fact, he was winning from day one, so at
the end of the summer we decided to go
bigger and have a go at the Traditional of
the Year Show.”

Amazingly, Peyton and Skip came first
at this one too, beating a 10-competitor
strong field, putting them in contention
for the ‘Supreme’ title.

Rebecca said Skip took it all is his
stride when they walked into the arena a
second time, adding: “They were playing
‘We are the Champions’ by Queen, so it
felt emotional from the start. | looked
around at the competition and thought
we had no chance but, after we trotted
him round and lined-up, we heard over
the loud speaker: ‘Champion and the
Traditional Best Lead Rein of the
Year 2023 goes to number 260,

Peyton and Bransby Skip’.

streaming down my face and poor
Peyton was just in shock — she couldn’t
believe it either. It was one of the best
and proudest moments of my life. We are
and were so grateful to Bransby Horses for
giving us such an amazing opportunity.”
Bransby Skip has been spoilt rotten
with treats and hugs ever since, and
Peyton is looking forward to another year
competing with her pony.

© Evey Leigh-Oldale
Photography
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Snow Bunting and Puffin
with Field Officer, Kris Walker

Kris worked
tirelessly alongside
the police, RSPCA

and a vet to secure
permission to bring
them to safety at
Bransby Horses

RESCUED

FROM THE BRINK

1



Just one week before Christmas, Bransby
Horses rescued a mare and her foal who
had been abandoned in Flamborough,
East Yorkshire.

Snow Bunting and her foal Puffin, were
part of a herd spotted by Humberside
Police who called our Welfare Phone Line
concerned no one had visited them for
months.

Upon arrival our Field Officer, Kris
Walker, said: “There were just two horses
when | arrived, a mare and foal. | was quite
concerned about the foal as he was very
lethargic and depressed. | wasn’t sure
if he was suckling either, so there was a
possibility he might not have been the
mare’s foal.

“I monitored them daily and it soon
became clear they were on their own and
we would need to do something if these
ponies were going to have any chance of
survival.”

Kris worked tirelessly alongside
the police, RSPCA and a vet to secure
permission to bring them to safety at
Bransby Horses. They were both very thin,
in poor condition and in desperate
need of food and veterinary
attention.

Since their arrival, mother and
son (now named Snow Bunting
and Puffin), were treated for
worms and malnourishment.

Puffin has improved daily; he is

still very thin but is now suckling
from his mother. Itis hoped they
will make a full recovery, but it is still
too early to know for sure.

All efforts were made to trace an owner
following an Abanonment Notice, but
as no one came forward to claim them,
they have now been signed over into the

ownership of Bransby Horses where they
will have a home forever.

Snow Bunting and Puffin’s story is
just one example of what we can do
with your support.

Legacies —also known as a gift in your
Will —represent 69 per cent of our yearly
income and provide funding for three in
four horses in our care. Snow Bunting and
Puffin’s story shows the difference that
leaving a legacy can do to fund our welfare
work. Every legacy has animpact —giving
horses who would otherwise be forgotten,
a second chance to live and be loved.

Executive Director of Equine Welfare
Emma Carter said: “From our Field Officers
investigating reports of neglect and
abandonment, to our Rehoming Team
placing our rehabilitated and healthy
equines in their loving homes — legacies
provide the essential funds for our daily
activities.”

Our free Will writing service is provided
by Bequeathed and is available to our
supporters and their families, regardless
of whether you choose to create a legacy

for Bransby Horses. Together, we
can transform the lives of
equines.

To find out more, request a free legacy pack on your
order form or by calling our friendly team on
01427 788 464. You can also visit our website.


https://bransbyhorses.co.uk/support-us/legacies-2/

3 in 4 of our rescued horses are cared for by
generous people creating a gift in their Will.

Remember us in your Will to help us relieve their suffering and
provide a safe and secure future for horses that need our help.

Take advantage
of our FREE Will
service and create
your legacy today
Call 01427 788 464,

visit BransbyHorses.co.uk/legacies
or email legacyofficer@bransbyhorses.co.uk

Charity No: 1075601. Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered in England and Wales No: 3711676
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Concerning

Number of Hoof
Related Neglect Cases

In 2023 the charity saw a concerning
number of serious neglect cases
involving horses not receiving the most
basic hoof care. More than half of these
cases resulted in the animals in question
having to be put to sleep.

In the vast majority of welfare cases,
the most significant reason given for
this was financial constraints and horses
being difficult to handle. Also, it has been
found that a lack of owner knowledge on
the subject of hoof care can contribute
to hoof care falling below the basic
acceptable level of care, causing
unnecessary suffering as stated in the
Animal Welfare Act 2006.

Back in January 2023, our first call of

14

the year involved two young colt cobs
abandoned in an open field.

Both ponies were very wary and
challenging to handle with extremely
overgrown hooves. We suspect they may
have never seen a farrier in their lifetime
due to the severity of their condition.

In October we took in two ponies after
the owner realised they could not provide
the urgent care they needed. After a full
assessment from our vets and farrier, the
internal damage to the hoof structures,
ligaments and tendons was found to be
severe and irreversible. Sadly, because
of the damage already caused and to
prevent any further suffering, the only
viable option was to put them to sleep.



Welfare Manager, Rachel Jenkinson,

said: “Four serious cases involving foot Rex is now
forever safe

neglect is unprecedented for us. We
would expect to see one severe case
every few years but never this many in
less than 12 months.

“We are working hard to develop
relationships with other professionals
and businesses to raise awareness of how
we can support them with any welfare
concerns they may see. Bransby Horses
prides itself on being non-judgemental
and all calls to us can be made in
confidence. Our priority is to work with
owners to safeguard the welfare of the
equine.”

This type of welfare concern can so
easily be prevented with regular farrier
visits (every 6-8 weeks is recommended)
and forms part of the basic care equines
need throughout their lives.

Rachel continued: "It is not just the
long foot growth that is the problem, it After a fu)y
is the unseen damage to the internal
structures of the foot, that often means
these horses will need pain management
for the remainder of their lives.”

and irreversipje

Bransby Horses is here to help. For anyone concerned about an animal

or can foresee a problem arising, please contact us or put the owner in
touch with us on 01427 787369 or welfare@bransbyhorses.co.uk



mailto:welfare%40bransbyhorses.co.uk?subject=I%27d%20like%20to%20report%20a%20welfare%20concern

Knitted Pudding
kindly donated
by Eileen Towers
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For Competition Time

Want to start knitting for Bransby Horses? Now is the time
to put your nimble fingers to work to bring Pudding, our
lovable mascot to life with a fun competition.




The Pudding Knitting Competition is
not your average knitting event - itis a
fun and creative way to raise money for
Bransby Horses. By participating, you can
make a meaningful difference in the lives
of vulnerable horses by knitting as many
Pudding toys as you can to be used to
raise funds for the charity.

Competition Details

To enter the competition, simply knit
your version of Pudding by following the
knitting pattern provided on our website
or by contacting us (add to your order
form). Knitted Pudding entries will be
sold in our shop and the proceeds will go
directly to supporting our work.

While there are no strict rules on design,

you can take inspiration from our two
fantastic Pudding books. These books
are filled with imaginative and whimsical
images, perfect for creating your tiny
Pudding pony.

Once your creation is complete,
we invite you to submit your knitted
masterpiece to be judged in our
competition. Please package your

Pudding securely and include your name,
supporter number (if you have one) and
contact information. Please check the
weight of your parcel to ensure it has the
correct postage to arrive safely.

You can send your entry to the
following address:

Bransby Horses

Marketing Team, Bransby House,
Bransby, Lincoln LN1 2PH
Closing date for all entries is

June 30, 2024.

All Pudding knitting competition
entries will be judged based on creativity,
craftsmanship and how well your creation
embodies the spirit of Pudding and her
friends. Extra points will be awarded
forincorporating inspiration from the
recommended books.

The winners of the competition will be
contacted directly by Bransby Horses. We
will also feature the winner on our
website and social
media channels.

Let’s get knitting!

oin the Puddin

wiling

Don’t miss the chance to show off your knitting skills while
supporting Bransby Horses. Participate, donate, or spread the word
about the competition among your friends and family. Together
we can make a difference - one knitted Pudding at a
time. For more information and full terms and

conditions please visit our website,
at BransbyHorses.co.uk

Let’s knit our way to a brighter
future for horses in need and

give them the care and love

they deserve.



https://bransbyhorses.co.uk/get-your-needles-clicking/?utm_source=BLSS24&utm_medium=QR+Code&utm_campaign=Pudding+Competition

Oliver's Guardian Angel

Oliver is now
receiving the
specialist
care he
needs
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Buying a horse is rarely straight forward
and as many equestrians will testify, it can
be an emotional rollercoaster looking for
‘the one’. For experienced horse woman
Ellie Haynes, it was particularly difficult.

Responding to an advert for a safe
hacking pony for her mother, Ellie arrived
to view a pony who sounded perfect from
the advert and conversations she’d had
with the seller. On first look the 14 hands
high black gelding was friendly and looked
to be in good condition, however his legs
were in a terrible state — swollen, sore and
in desperate need of veterinary attention.

Ellie said: “l was told they had owned him
all his life and were only selling because
the owner was pregnant, but when | got
there, it was apparent that just wasn’t the
case.

“There was no definition to his legs from
the knee to the pastern (part of the leg of
a horse between the fetlock and the top
of the hoof) — it was awful. There were so



many lumps and bumps on them they
looked like onion bhajis. His feet hadn’t
been trimmed by a trained farrier and

were so tall he looked like he was on stilts.

“I bought him there and then — | just
couldn’t leave him.”

Ellie paid the full asking price, thinking
he would make a full recovery with the
correct veterinary attention, but over
£1,000 in veterinary bills later, she was
forced to rethink.

“We got to a point where we realised

Oliver needed more than | could give him.

So, | called Bransby Horses and they were
just amazing.”

Oliver came into the care of Bransby
Horses after we discovered he was

suffering from Chronic Progressive
Lymphedema (CPL) in all four limbs, which
is a serious inflammatory skin condition.
His front incisor teeth were also worn
down to stubs, which we suspect was
caused by living on concrete, forcing poor
Oliver to eat grass that had been growing
sparsely through the cracks.

Oliver is now safe thanks to Ellie’s
kindness and he’s receiving the specialist
care he needs, with a bespoke medical
plan, including ongoing treatment for his
CPL, which is a debilitating and sometimes
life-limiting condition.

Thanks to you, we were able to help
Ellie and Oliver and drastically improve his
quality of life.

“We gottoa point
where wé realised
Oliver needed mo_re
than 1 could give him.
So, | called Bransby
Horses and th.ey )
were just amazing.

Small, regular gifts go along way —a direct debit of £5 a month will help
us to be there for owners and their equines, just like Ellie and Oliver.



Here at Bransby Horses, your feedback is important to us.

We’re particularly interested in finding out how you feel about the
charity, the communications we send you and the ways in which you
can support the equines in our care.

We’d be grateful if you could spare a few minutes of your time
to complete a short online questionnaire to help us improve.

Simply scan the QR code

Leave us your review



GIFT'GUIDE

Welcome to your Spring/Summer Bransby Life Gift Guide. Inside you will
find products at incredible sale prices as we continue to clear out our
warehouse, ready to bring you an exciting brand-new range later this year.

As usual, our free post* with orders of products over £40** applies with
orders received before 30th June. If you purchase the horses water bottle
and coin purse, you will also receive a free matching hand sanitiser.”™*

anprofits PO
our purchase® hue
us provide T e long
reha::::\i (;2' ose™h can
gesperate nee oyo: are
fidentthat Yo e
be confider o adifferen

*Domestic 2nd class only. **Does not include lottery. *** Whilst stocks last.
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Contemporary
Horse Mug
Bright, pastel
purple horse

mug for the
equine lover.
Printed one side.
£7.95
Code: 20500055
Doggies Tea Towel Wrendale Woodlanders
100% cotton with Picnic/Lunch Bag
hanging tag by Alex Insulated bag with
Clark Art. 45x 65cm. stunning woodland
£5.95 animal illustrations,
Code: 20500023 suitable for one person.

Striped lining, zip
top fastening. Vegan
leather. 22.5cm x

X\ 28cm x 14.8cm.
S £14.95

i Code: 20300067
Woodland Gardening Belt

39cm x 49cm Strap: 22cm. Woodland Gardening Gloves
Polyester and canvas featuring a Finished with an antique brass wren

handy pocket. Plastic free! stud, one size. Polyester and canvas.

£14.95 - Code: 20400048 £12.50 - Code: 20400050

By placing your order online, you’ll save the charity vital

administration time and money: BransbyHorses.co.uk/Shop
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Butterfly Purse
A wallet purse style
with credit card slots
and a zipped internal
coin pouch. 19.5cm
x9.5cm x 2cm. PVC.
£6.95 - Code: 20300153

Four Hooves

FourH Cotton Apron
costl:,n St:‘c;veser Thick recycled cotton
PP polyester blend.

Thick recycled cotton
polyester blend. 31cm
handle. 42cm x 38cm.

Two front pockets
and tie back closure.

£4.95 ’IOOcEr:;;Ocm.
Code: 20300134 i

&

Code: 20500207

Horse Whispers Apron
Eye-catching apron by
Alex Clarke Art. 70cm x Ransny
90cm with a 28cm x 28cm
pocket on the front and
hanging tag. 100% cotton.
£9.95 - Code: 20500002

Horse Whispers
Shopping Bag
Handy, reusable

shopping bag with two
large handles and a snap
button. 45.5cm x41cm.

Heavy grade polyester.
£6.95 - Code: 20300055

Every penny of profit from our Gift Guide and online shop sales
goes directly back into the daily care of our rescued residents.
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Horse & Cow Parsley Coaster
Cork backed with a laminated
top, keep these coasters easily
clean and decorate your home
with your favourite equine
designs. 10cm x 10cm.
£1.95 - Code: 20500256

Horse & Cow Parsley Notebook
Soft to touch and complete with a
matching elasticated close.
14cm x 10.5cm x 1.7cm, Horses Coin Purse
160 lined pages. Soft-backed. The Horses Coin Purse has
£4.95 - Code: 21000768 easy zip access, is compact
and lightweight. 9cm x
11cm x 2cm. PVC and
polyester with metal zip.
£3.95 - Code: 20300157

Horses
Insulated Bottle
Reusable stainless
steel hot and cold

double-walled thermal
insulated drinks bottle.
Keeps drinks cold for

Sweet Treats Churn 24 hours and warm
Clotted cream toffeeina for 12 hours. 530ml,
reusable stylish metal tin. 150g. 23cmx7cmx 7cm.
£4.95 - Code: 21100184 £9.95 - Code: 20500227
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Pudding’s Picnic Panic Book

Pudding is back with another thrilling adventure.
A cheerful family on a carefree picnic meet
Pudding in a mischievous mood... what could
possibly go wrong? Enjoy this latest fictional
36-page story with an important educational

message, inspired by real-life events.
£3.95 - Code: 20700020

My First Farm Set Magnetic
Farm tractor and trailer with Weekly
chunky farm animals and Planner
stackable learning cups. Develops ~ Handy weekly
motor skills, hand eye co- plannerin
ordination. Plastic. 24 months+  Bransby Horses
£5.95 - Code: 20100009 own design
to keep you
organised.
60 leaves,
21cm x 30cm.
£3.95
Code:
21000098

Pudding’s Pals Soft Toy
12.7cm soft toy, beanie,
suitable for all ages.
£5.95
Twinkle - Code: 20700052
Viv - Code: 207100051
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Horse in need?

If you know of a horse or owner in need of support,
by alerting Bransby Horses you can:

¢ Remain anonymous

® Receive free, non-judgemental advice and guidance

Call us in confidence on 01427 787 369
or email welfare@bransbyhorses.co.uk

Your intervention could make all the aﬁ%aﬂw&


mailto:welfare%40bransbyhorses.co.uk?subject=Horse%20in%20need

2) Our cover star (7)

5) Pony found with no front teeth and painful leg sores (6) 1
7) Storm that caused our initial flooding in October 2023 (5)

8) Black and white donkey who is a Sponsorship Star (7)

10) Also known as gifts in Wills, these represent
69 per cent of our yearly income (8)

11) A tasty treat on our Amazon Wishlist (7)

12) The Bransby Horses mascot (7)

3 4

5

1) Most equines come to us
after being left to fend for
themselves (9)

3) An unprecedented amount of
neglect was seen in this area of
the horse in 2023 (4)

4) Pony left on an

industrial estate (5)

6) Puffin and Snowbunting were
rescued from here (11)

7) Our sister-site, which also saw
flooding in 2023 (8)

9) Skip is now Peyton’s, also
known as our successful
rehoming scheme (7, 7)

Across: 2) Rescue, 4) Gelding, 5) Farriery, 8) Nutrition,

10) Laminitis, 12) Penny, 14) Labracob

Down: 1) Selene, 3) Rehabilitation, 6) Rehome, 7) Appleby,
9) Gift Aid, 11) Lyanna, 12) Piebald, 13) Grazing

10

All of the
answers can
pe found in
thisissueé of
Bransby Life!
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Become a member,

Fromvjust

Weloveto welcome nem friend ints sur herd!

By becoming a Friend of Bransby Horses you will receive:
Invites to exclusive VIP events to meet our residents and the team
Exclusive product offers from our online shop
Updates throughout the year about our four-legged friends
Our biannual magazine Bransby Life, packed with
heart-warming stories and updates
A dedicated area on the website to access exclusive content just for you!

Join us by

scanning the QR

code or adding to
of Bransby Horses your order form.


https://bransbyhorses.co.uk/support-us/become-a-friend/

